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Reply to Office Acti n of September 25, 2003 

Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend paragraph [0018] to read as follows: 

[0018] The preferred operating conditions for using the present catalysts include temperatures of about 
9P0*C to about 1300°C S and more preferably from about 1000°C to about 1200° C, and pressures of 
about 1 10 kPa to about 3000 kPa, and more preferably from about 500 kPa to about 3000 kPa. The 
feed stream comprising a hydrocarbon feedstock and oxygen gas is preferably preheated to from about > 
50°C to about 700° C and more preferably to about 400°C 1 before contacting the catalyst In soma s 
embodiments tho food stream is preheated to at least about 350*0, and mor e pref e rably to about 4 00*C .:> 
Typical space velocities for the process are from about 60,000 hr 1 to about 20,000,000 hr 1 , and are 
preferably from about 1 50,000 hr 1 to about 1 0,000,000 hr" 1 . .<-■,: 

Afterparagraph [0018], please insert the followingnew paragraph as [0018.1]: 

r00 18.11 Additionally, a process for the catalytic partial oxidation of a hydrocarbon feedstock is 
provided comprising: (at preheating a feed stream comprising a hydrocarbon feedstock and oxygen gas 
to at least about 350°C: fb) passing the feed stream over an unsupported rhodium foam catalyst at a 
space velocity from about 150.000 to about 10.000.000 NL/kp/h at conversion-promoting conditions^ -- 
comprising a pressure from about 500 kPa to about 2800 kPa wherein the conditions are effective to 
produce an effluent stream comprising carbon monoxide and hydrogen: wherein the carbon selectivity 
for carbon monoxide is at least about 80% and the hydrogen selectivity is at least about 60%, 
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